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It is obviously futile to attempt to discuss the origins and
migrations of mysticism in history, for mystical experience Is-,
implicit in all religions. But mysticism is a protean phenomenon.
Its expression takes infinite forms. In different lands it has
different Intellectual formulas and theories ; it employs different;
phrases and Idioms, and In doing so it borrows language and
Imagery ; it accentuates certain aspects of faith and tends to
Ignore others. It Is possible to observe the modifications of
form and expression and to render an account of the debts,
which one culture owes another.
The growth of the emotional religion, the Bha"kti school,,
both In the ancient epoch In the north and In the early medieval
times In the south, has been traced above. The development:
of the speculative side of religion and of Its social aspects -
through the efforts of poet-saints and theological thinkers has
also been described. It now remains to enquire Into the
causes of Its growth, the reasons of the striking differences
between the ancient beliefs and practices and the early-
medieval ones.
Much of the difference may be accounted for by the social
upheavals, religious conflicts and political movements of the times*.
in short by the fact that thought moves as life moves. Much
may be due to natural developments in the intellectual field9
the logical springing forth of schemes from seeds in earlier
systems. It may, for Instance, be urged that the passionate
Bhdfyti of the later age Is the necessary outcome of the devotion
in the Bhagavadgita, SvetasVatara Upanisad and Mahdyana
Buddhism, that the increasing emphasis on the unity-of God is-
the extension of the ancient monotheism of the Upanisads, that
the rejection of externalia or caste is a reversion to the purer
forms of ancient Buddhism and Jainism.
All this may be granted, yet the progressive simplification
of the faith and the deepening of its emotion as time passes does
not seem to be completely explained by the causes just mentioned.
These circumstances seem to point to the working of a steady
force with fixed tendencies in reference to which the movement